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NewsletteroftheNorthEastHampshireConstituencyLabourParty.

ChristmasGreetingsfrom the
ConstituencyLabourParty!

Andwelcometothefirstissue
ofournew internetnewsletter
fortheNorthEastHampshire
Constituency Labour Party
(CLP).

Forthose ofyou who don't
already know us,this is a

publicityshotoftheteam whichstood forLabourineachofthe
constituencywardsduringtheelectionsinMay2016.

Wehopeyou'lllearnmoreaboutus,andaboutothermembersworking
hardintheconstituency,incomingmonths.Fornow,let'sjustidentifya
fewofourofficials:theChairofthelocalpartyisJohnGawthorpe,who
livesinPondtail,Fleet(4thfromleft,backrow);theSecretaryisJoyceStill,

fromYateley(2ndfromleft,frontrow);andVerdNabbs,who
livesinHook,istheMembershipSecretary(farleft,backrow).

EasilyRed(No1)istheintroductoryissueofwhatwehope
willbecomeabimonthlyinternetnewsletter,withthefirstfull
issuetoappearattheendofJanuary2017,thereafteratthe
endofMarch,Mayandsoon.Theremaybeasupplement

fromtimetotime,midwaybetweenscheduledissues,ifeventsaremoving
fast!

'EasilyRed'isaworkingtitleonly.We'vehadsuggestionsforapermanenttitle,butwe'd
welcomeanymoreideasbeforewemakeafinalchoice.Pleasethinkaboutwhatyou
wouldlikeournewslettertobe,todoandtostandfor,andletusknowyourideas.

Emailnehclp16@gmail.com.(Pleasenotethatalllinksarecutandpasteonly,fornow.)



Ourfirstfeweditionswillbeexperimental.Wehavetoexplore,tofinda
style,layout,typeface,printsizeandformat(probably.pdf)whichworkfor
allofyou,sopleaseletusknowwhatyouthink-andanysuggestionsyou
have.Themorepeoplewhogetinvolved,thebetteritwillbe.

(Mostimmediately,youmightletmeknowifeither(orboth)ofthefontsizesusedin
thisissuearetoolargeortoosmallforthedevicewhichyou'reusingtoreadit.Thefont
intheparagraphabovewassize14;thisissize12.Ed.)

Theplanisthattherewillberegularitemsinthenewsletter.

We'llseewhatsortofitemspeoplewant,buttheymight
include:

PoliticalFocus-wehopethiswilldeveloporganically!

Localpoliticalnewsandissues;

Reports-suchasCouncilmeetingsandactivities.

HoldingourMPtoaccount.

Electionandcanvassingnews.

Forthcomingeventsandotherdiarydates;

Reportsonrecentevents;

Fundraisingnews;

"PublicService"material,suchasregistrationdrives;

Membercontributions-"WhyIjoinedtheLabourParty."

FilmandBookdiscussion-"HowIwasaffectedby..."



LetterfromtheEditor.

WhenIjoinedLabour,Ijoinedapartyfulloffireandpassion.Ijoineditprecisely
becauseit'sfullofsuchfireandpassion-fortified,Ibelieve,byagenerosityofspirit
whichourToryopponentshaveneverunderstood.

Forthelast18months,weinLabourmayhavethoughtwewerepayingapriceforour
passion.Wehavedebated,argued,anddisputedtheprofoundestquestionsaboutthe
natureofourpartyand,during2016,evenaboutthenatureandfutureofourcountry.
Ouropponentshavecastthemselvesintheroleofcirclingsharks,confidentlypredicting
thattheywouldbepresentatourend.Itisyoureditor'sopinionthattheyhavewholly
misreadus.

Wehaveendured,aswell,aperiodinwhichatriumphalistRightmayattimeshave
seemedunstoppable.Youreditor'sopinionisthattheTories,intryingtocontrolthose
evenfurthertotheRight,havebecomethem.Andthatfarfrombeingstrong,theTories
aresostrategicallyweakenedbythisthatitmaybethem,andnottheLabourParty,who
findthemselvesoutofpowerforageneration.

YoumayfeelthatIamtoooptimistic.IhopethatasEasilyRedtakeswinganddevelops,
itwillrecordthecourseoftheseeventsand,perhapssoonerratherthanlater,proveme
right.

Inmoreimmediatelypracticalterms,Ihopeyou'llbeinterestedtoseehow your
newslettershapesup.Thatwillbeinlargepartuptoyou.So,letters,articles,news
reports,anythingwhichyouthinkmightbeofinterest-pleasekick-startus!

There'llbeitemsofparticularimportanceinthesepagesfromtimetotime,andwe're
hitting the ground running in this issue.You may know thatthe Boundary
Commissionershavebeenatworkthisyear,andthatthey'vemadechangestoour
constituencywhichareperhapsnotintheinterestseitherofourCLPorofthe
constituency.Wecanhaveasayinthis-thedeadlineisMonday5thDecember-so
pleasereadJohnGawthorpe'sarticleonthenextpageand,ifyouhavetimethis
weekend,addyourvoicetoours.

Ihopethatournewsletterwillplayapartinwelcomingnewmembersaswellaskeeping
usintouchwitheachother.Inthisissue,however,we'resayingGoodByeandGood
FortunetoIeuanWilliamswho,havingbeenagoodfriendandhardworkingcomrade
hereinNEHants,ismovingtoLondon-wherehe'llwowthemasmuchashe'swowed
us.Wedon'twanttoembarrasshim;sotherearejustafewwords,acknowledgingour
debt,below.

Welcomeaboardandthanksforjoiningus!Wehopeyou'llcometovalueandenjoy

EasilyRed.

TheEditor.



‘TheWayForward’
ByJohnGawthorpe,Chair,NEHCLP.

OurNovemberCLPmeeting(forallmembers)providedanopportunityfor
greaterparticipationaswebrokeintosmallgroupstoconsiderour‘Hopes
andFears’,bothlocalandnational.Severalcommonthemesemerged,
whicharesummarisedbelow.

ThisbeingtheLabourParty,thereadersofthisnewsletterareboundto
havemanymorestronglyheldconvictions.Ifsomethingbelowstrikesa
chordwithyou,pleasejoinin,eitherbyrespondingonlineor-better–by
comingtoameetingintheNewYear.

Locally,ourfearsreflectedthedifficultyofcampaigningforLabourina
Torystronghold.Maybewehavetoomany‘keyboardwarriors’,talkingto
theconverted?Ourmembershiphasgrownenormouslyinthelastcouple
ofyears,yetwehavehadonlylimitedsuccessinengagingwiththem.We
haveyettofindthebestwayofengagingwithyoungervoters.Atthe
nationallevel,unsurprisingly,issuesofleadershipandsuccessionplanning
featured,asdidfearsofdisunity.TheUKIPthreatanduncertaintyabout
partypolicyonBrexitwerehighlighted.

Localhopesincludedusbeingabletotargettheelectorateallyearround,
withasetofpoliciesrelevanttothelocalcommunity.Settingupmeetings
withawell-knownspeakerwasseenasapriority.Securingtheelectionofa
Labourcouncillor,atwhicheverlevel,wasidentifiedasakeyaim anda
greathope.

Nationally,ourhopesknew no bounds.Repealing antiTradeUnion
legislationandre-nationalisingtherailwaysandpublicutilitiescameupin
somegroups,whereasthere-introductionof‘Clause4’struckachord
elsewhere.ALabourPartyfocuson‘backtoLabourbasics’–Health,
Education,Housing,Workplacefairness–wasakeyhopeforsome.

Withanearlyelectiononthecards,arethesetheviewsyouwouldwishto
supportordebate?IsTridentakeyissueoranirrelevance?Whatareyour
views?

J.G.



Makeyourvoiceheardthisweekend!

ByJohnGawthorpe,Chair,NEHCLP.

ThedeadlineforcommentsonBoundaryCommissionproposalsisMonday5th

December.

IhavelivedintheFleetareasince1974,andhavemovedhousefourtimes.Onemove
wasfrom FleettoChurchCrookham,tenyearslaterImovedback.Whileeach
communityhaditsindividualcharacteristics,Ihavetosaythat-tome-thesimilarities
hugelyoutweighedthedifferences.HoweverduringmytimeinChurchCrookhamIdid
notfeel,nordidIsee,anyparticularaffinitywithAldershot.

YettheBoundaryCommissioners,perhapsseducedbytheconvenientbarrierofthe
BasingstokeCanal,havechosenintheirwisdom toplaceChurchCrookham inanew
Aldershotconstituency.ThisafterapreviouschangemovedChurchCrookham from
distantPetersfieldtoitscurrentpositionalongsideFleet.Ifyoufeelthecurrent
proposalsareflawed,youhavearight–Iwouldsayaduty-tosayso.

ThoseinFleetarefacedwithasimilarlyperplexingchange:tocompensatefortheloss
ofChurchCrookham,thelinkisnowtobewithAlton.Hardlytheclosestofneighbours.
ThisnewconstituencywouldrunfromHeckfieldtoHawleyandfromBrownCandoverto
Crondall:quiteachallengeforanyMPtorepresenteffectively.(AndIhadtolookup
BrownCandoveronthemap.)

OthersintheLabourPartyhavechallengedthebasisuponwhichtheCommissioners
weretaskedtoundertakeareview,anditdoesseem ‘politicallyconvenient’thata
seeminglyobviousmovetocreateconstituencieswithasimilarnumberofelectorswill
tendtofavourthegovernmentnottheopposition.

ItishearteningtoseesomecrosspartysupportintheCommonsforachallengeto
theseproposals,buttheepitaphtothatmovemaywellbe‘itranoutofparliamentary
time’.

Sothatleavesustorespond,withanimperativetoactthisweekend.Thewebsiteis
www.bce.2018.org.ukandtheprocessissimple:enteryourpostcodeandthenew
proposalswillappearinred.Clickonthelinktoseethecurrentboundariesinblue.The
changesfortheNorthEastHampshireconstituencyseem tomegeographically
convenientbutdemocraticallydeficient.

Thegreen‘Haveyoursay’tabwillconveyyourviews.
J.G

Editor'snote:sinceJohnwrotethis,peoplehavecommentedthatthereareparticularlyclose
linkstoFleetforfamilesinChurchCrookhamwithyoungerchildren,whoseschoolswouldnow
beinadifferentconstituency(remaininginHart);whilebusinessandshoppingconnectionsare
muchcloserwithFleetthanwithAldershot.Formaps,pleaseseethenextpage.



TheBoundaryCommissionsrecommendationsfortheFleet/ChurchCrookham area.

Ihopethatthesemapsofthe
proposed new boundariesinthe
ChurchCrookham areaareself-
explanatory.

Pleasecontactmeifyou need
furtherclarification,orifyouwant
to ask about other boundary
changesaffectingtheconstituency.
IwillanswerasbestIcan,or
possibly put you through to
somebodywhoknowsbetter!

(nehclp16@gmail.com)

1.ChurchCrookham/Fleet--->

2.Aldershot,HartandBasingstoke
areaboundaries.

--->



OurbestwishestoIeuanWilliams.

Ieuan Williams joined the Labour
Party,andourCLP,inApril2015.He's
aParliamentaryAssistantforAlbert
OwenMP,andhe'sjustmovedto
Londonwherehe'llbeabletowork
withAlbertinWestminster.Sincehe
willnolongerbeontheelectoral
registerinHart,hehastoresignhis
membershiphereandjoinhislocal
CLPinLondon.

Ieuanis25yearsoldand,whilehewon't(yet)commithimselftoacareerinpolitics(his
callingisasamusician),wewho'vecometoknow him believethathisenergy,
dedicationandunderstandingwouldmakeforanoutstandingfutureMP.He'salready
anassettothePartyandonewhichourCLPissorrytolose.

IeuanhasbeenasupporteroftheLabourPartyforseveralyears.Hesaysthatto
becomeanactivememberwasaseriousdecisionwhichhedidn'twanttorush:wesaw
thatoncehedidjointheParty,however,itwasasafirmcommitment-andhehasn't
lookedback.HestoodasLabourcandididateforthewardofHartleyWintneyduringthe
May2016elections.

Tosayhe'shadanimpactonthoseofusintheCLPwhoworkedwithhimwouldbea
seriousunderstatement.Canvassingwithhim duringthisyear'scampaigningwasan
experiencetobesavoured,especiallyasheselectedhistargets:sometimeshewasa
spearfisherman,impalinghisToryprey,sometimesaflyfishermandrawinghispreyin
almostunawares.Eitherwayitwasincheerfulspiritandwithgreatgoodhumour.When
weweren'tcanvassing,hewasequallywillingtogetonwithroutineconstituencywork
thatneededdoing.YoureditorwasparticularlyworriedbyIeuan''sdeparturebecausehe
wastheonewiththeITskills,althoughfortunatelyaworthysuccessor(EmmaArcher)
hassteppedforward.

IeuanWilliamsmovestoLondonwithourbestwishesforhisfuturethereandwith
instructionstosortoutthoseToriesandputastoptoallthisprivatisationnonsense.

Howtofindoutmoreaboutyourlocalparty:

VisitourFacebookpage:https://m.facebook.com/NEHantsLabour/

Ortojoinin:http://www.nehantslabour.co.uk/
oranyCLPlinkonthenextpage.



.

Links:(Cutandpasteonly,fornow-apologiesfortheinconvenience.)

BoundaryCommission: www.bce.2018.org.uk

AneyeonourMPinWestminster:theyworkforyou.com
AneyeonourMPhereinHart: tellranil.com(Facebook)

@tellranil(Twitter)
[OurMPisRanilJayawardena(Tory).Heistotherightofhisparty.]

NEHantsCLPpublicFacebookpage(that'sus!):
https://m.facebook.com/NEHantsLabour/

CLPwebpage http://www.nehantslabour.co.uk/

EasilyRed: nehclp16@gmail.com

Deadlinesformaterialwillnormallybeonthe15thdayofthemonthof

publication.PleaseEmailletters,materialetcto EasilyRed.

ForthcomingEvents:

9Dec2016:ChristmasMeal,'PrinceofWales',Fleet.

19Jan2017:NewMembersNightatTheTythings,YateleyGU467RP.
Everyoneinvited-comeandmeetothermembersandCLPofficers.
Drinks,nibbles,raffle! (FurtherdetailstofollowintheNewYear.)

23Feb2017:AllMembers'CLPMeetingatTheTythings,7.30pm.

3March2017:FilmNight-"MadeinDagenham".TicketsonsaleinJan.

6April2017:AllMembers'CLPMeetingatTheTythings,7.30pm.

The2017AGMandElectionofOfficerswillbeheldinjune2017.

EasilyRed(No2)willappearonorabout:31January2017.

Deadlineforcontributions: 15January2017.
Editor:SamButler.



Thankyoufortakingalookatournewinitiative.You'llhearfromusagainattheendof
January,butIhopewemaymeetinpersonbeforethen.Pleaserememberthata
newsletterlikethiswillonlythrivewithyourengagement,sopleasesendusyour
thoughts,opinions,hopesandsuggestions.

Ileaveyouwith...twothoughtstoponder.

1.Howevermuchtheymaywishto,theToriescannottelltheBoundaryCommissioners
wherenewconstituencyboundariesshouldgo...

However...

Whilethemathsisabitlengthytobelaidoutinthisletter,Icanassurethat(withno
fudgingwhatsoever)itshowsthis:thereductioninthenumberofseatsintheHouseof
Commonsfrom650to600ofitselffavourstheTories,nogreatmatterwhatboundary
changesindetailmaybemadeintheprocess.

TheToriesarenotgerrymandering.

They'rejustworkingthearithmetic!

2.Duringcampaigningduring2016,ourMP(RanilJayawardena)tendedtocanvassthe
authorityofothersratherthanpresentinghisownconsideredarguments.

Oneoftheauthoritieshequotes,alongsideBorisJohnson,istheBreitbartNews
Network.

Breitbart'alignedwiththeEuropeanpopulistrightandAmericanalt-rightunderthe
managementofformerexecutivechairmanStevenK.Bannon'smanagement,who
declaredthesite"theplatformforthealt-right"in2016.TheNewYorkTimesdescribes
BreitbartNewsasanorganizationwith"ideologicallydrivenjournalists",thatisasource
ofcontroversy"overmaterialthathasbeencalledmisogynist,xenophobicandracist",
andwasa"potentvoice"forDonaldTrump'spresidentialcampaign.'And'InApril2016,
theSouthernPovertyLawCenterwrotethatthe"outlethasundergoneanoticeableshift
towardembracingideasontheextremistfringeoftheconservativeright"andwasusing
"racist,""anti-Muslim"and"anti-immigrantideas."'

(Wikipedia:https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breitbart_News)

Easily Red.



STOPPRESS.

Literallyminutesbeforethisnewsletter'wenttopress',Ireceivedathoughtpiecefrom
oneofourCLPmembers.

It'saboutFleetandChurchCrookham,seenthroughtheeyesofacomparativelynew
arrival-EmmaArcher,who'slivedhereforfouryears,andaboutherresponsetothe
proposedboundarychanges.

I'vetakenthelibertyofincludingit,here,exactlyasIreceivedit.(Ed.)

Fleet,ChurchCrookhamandtheBoundaryChanges.

Lookingatthemapofproposedlocalboundarychangesisverypeculiarforme.Iamnota
Hampshirenative;growingupundertherelentlessroaroftherunwaysatHeathrowmeantthatwhen
Imovedhere,almostfouryearsagonow,itwassomethingofanadjustment.Thepeacewas
welcome;theabundanceofwildlifeanespecialjoy.Peoplestoptosayhello;I'veseenand
participatedinmoreover-gateneighbour-natteringhereinfouryears,thanIhaveintheprevious
threedecades,andit'swonderful.Here,weareurbanenoughtoenjoythebenefitsofmodernity,
whileretainingenoughruralidylltomakeushappytoseeeachother.

Aftermakinggooduseofwalk-timewiththedogs,andafewvisitstothelocalhistorysectionofthe
library,weslowlyunfurledinourheartsalivingmapofthisarea,thatpinpointedallthenecessary
andcontemporaryamenitiesofsuburbanliving,butthatalsocarriedechoesofcarriage-roads,
ancienttobaccofarms,ponderoustradealongthecanal,andthegradualgrowthofsleepyhamlet
intoupcomingparishintorobustconstituency.Althoughthereisamentionof'thefisheriesofFlete
Pond'in1324,centralFleetitselfisarelativelymodernconstruction,datingproperlyfromthemid
1800s,whentherailwaystationofFleetPondwasbuilttoferrydaytrippersdesiringashortbreak
fromthedevouringsmogsofindustrialisedLondonandBasingstoke.Peoplecameoutforthe
beautifulsurroundingsandfoundthattheywouldratherstaythanleave,asteadyrelocationprocess
thatcontinuestothisday.Previously,theareahadlookedtotheclusteredvillagesofEwshot,
Crookham,andFarnhamfortheircentresofpopulation;thecreationofFleetpulledthethreadsof
theseplacestogetherandwovethemintoafunctionalmoderncommunity.

Acommunityisadifficultthingtocreatefromscratch.Whenlookingatthemerephysical
componentsnecessarytoensureacommunitysurvives,thelistisfairlyintuitive:schools,doctors,
dentists,groceries,placestocongregateforevents,worship,andentertainment,transportationlinks.
Physicallandmarksalsoplayapart,naturalandmanmade:canals,rivers,motorways,hillsand
valleys.Whenlookingatcommunitylayouts,itisimportanttothinkoftheroutesthatpeopleofall
abilitieswilltaketogetfromtheirhometotheirnecessity:Willparentsbeabletowalkalongsafe
roadswiththeirchildrentoschool?Willelderlypeoplebeabletousepublictransporttogettotheir
doctor?Whenlookingatwhereworkersareclustered,howmanywayscantheyaccesstherailway
stationsandbusstops?Alltheseday-to-dayfootprinttrailsofpeople,theirfamiliesandco-workers
andfriends,mustbetakenintoaccountwhenconsideringanyadjustmenttocommunityplanning.

Themostsuccessfulcommunitiesfollowthedériveofthepeoplethatlivethere.Alongwiththe
physicallandscapeofanarea,wealsohavethepsychogeography,thefeel,ofaplace.Assomeone



comingfromOutsideandstartingtofindmyfeet,evenIcansensethattheareasofCrookham
Village,ChurchCrookham,andFleet,areinextricablyknittedtogether.Ifyouwereinawandering
mood,youcouldweftfromoneendofthewarptotheotherwithrelativeease,weavingatrailthat
encirclesparksandschoolsandpurpose-builthousingestatesfromthe1850stothe1950stothe
presentday.CrookhamandEwshotmayhavebeenthefoundingsettlementsinthearea,butthe
naturalorganicprogressionofhumanlivesgaveusmid-pointChurchCrookham,andthenthe
nestlingofFleettothenorth.Itcompletedaclosetriangleofinteraction;allthreecommunities
sustaineachother.

Lookingattheproposedchanges,then,disheartensme.Theincumbentboundarygentlycupsthis
triangleofsteadysettlement,acknowledgingthecurrentstateofhappyhistoricalunification.
Proposedinsteadisstarkdivision:athickdarklineslicesinhalfthenaturalroutesofReadingRoad
South,CrookhamRoad,HitchesLaneandCrondallRoad.Dogmersfieldisslashedentirelyintwo.

Ifthesechangesgoaheadwithoutchallenge,youwillcrossyourconstituencyboundarysimplyby
visitingyourdoctor'sclinicforyourflujab,ornippingdowntheroadforaloafofbread.The
heartbeatofthearea,theHighStreet,willnolongerthumpforCrookhamVillageorChurch
Crookham-instead,thelattertwoareexpectedtohivefarwest,givenovertoFarnboroughand
Aldershot.

HowdoesonedérivefromChurchCrookham'sVerneallthewaytoAldershotHighStreet?Physical
barriersofvastmilitarytestinggroundsandbusy,belchingmotorwaysaresurelyinsurmountable;
thedifferencesofsmallvillagelifeversushurriedurbanbustledisruptthepsychogeographyofthe
route.WeareseparatedfromFarnboroughandAldershotnotjustbydistance,butbythecohesive
internalsenseofourarea.Idon'tseethathandingustoFarnboroughandAldershotwilldomuchfor
theinterestsofourownspecificneighbourhoods.TheproposalswouldcutusofffromFleetentirely,
andChurchCrookhamandCrookhamVillagewouldbemadetoshufflesadlysidewaysandbe
swallowedupwhole.

IfyouliveincentralFleet,askyourselftowhichyouconsideryourselfcloser:Alton?orChurch
Crookham?Minley?orCrookhamVillage?IfyouliveinDogmersfield,areyoupreparedtogototwo
separateconstituencysurgeriestopetitionforhelp?Communitiesaren'tstrictnumericalexercises,
norshouldtheybe.They'refoundedalonggroupingsofpeoplewhofeelaconnectiontoeachother
andanarea,whonaturallygenerateacommoninterestinthewelfareofthatarea;theBoundary
Review,bymerelyexaminingstarknumbers,disregardstheeffectthispitilessseparationwillhave
ontheheartsandmindsofthepeoplewhoconsiderthetrifectaofFleet,ChurchCrookham,and
CrookhamVillagetheirhome.IwillbeaddingmyvoicetothechorusofthosewhoasktheReview
Boardtoreconfiguretheirproposals.

EmmaArcher.

*'EasilyRed'isproducedonbehalfoftheNorthEastHampshireConstituencyLabourParty.The
viewsexpressedhereinarenotnecessarilythoseofeithertheCLPortheNationalParty;
however,weendeavourtoconformtothevaluesandtothesocialmediapoliciesofboth.


